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Educating Young People in Honduras. In 18
cities throughout Honduras, UNICEF and private
television and radio networks broadcast “Noticiero
Infancia,” a news program hosted by teenagers that
focuses on HIV/AIDS awareness. More than 700
youths participate, answering on-air questions from
the audience and interviewing people with the virus.

“For a long time, AIDS was not something you spoke
about,” says Hector Espinal, UNICEF HIV/AIDS 
youth program officer in Honduras. “This has opened
discussion and promoted the organization of kids
who actively participate in AIDS education.” Such
creative programs empower youngsters with the
knowledge to protect themselves against the virus.

Hope Lives Here.
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LIVES
unicef’s campaign 



Reaching out to Orphans. An orphan himself, 
19-year-old Lisboa Anibal John Beque bicycles up 
to 20 kilometers five days a week across rough
terrain in rural Nhamatanda, in the central province
of Sofala, Mozambique, to bring help and hope to
more than 100 orphans. Besides providing books
and pens to orphans, Beque works to get these
youngsters the legal right to inherit their deceased
parents’ property and to obtain free medicines.

The energetic teenager is one of 39 participants in 
a UNICEF-supported project that secures the rights 
of orphan children in 15 districts in five priority
provinces. Each youth working to help the orphans
receives a bicycle, pocket money, training in child
rights, and a token monthly stipend.

Hope Lives Here.
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HERE
against aids



Protecting Newborns in India. Geeta (not her 
real name), a 23-year-old woman in Chennai, India,
did not suspect she was HIV-positive. She had been
married only two months when she became
pregnant. When tested as a precautionary measure,
Geeta came up positive. She screamed and wept. 
“I knew what it meant,” she says.

Every year, more than 100,000 HIV-positive Indian
women become pregnant. Now, there is hope. At 11
major hospitals, the Indian Government and UNICEF
offer counseling, testing, and treatment. Interventions
have cut the mother-to-child transmission rate
drastically. Thousands have benefited, including
Geeta, whose baby tested negative for HIV. With
UNICEF’s support, the Indian Government is scaling
up the services nationwide.

Hope Lives Here.
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the scale and tragedy of
HIV/AIDS seems overwhelming,
but change is possible.

Good things are happening every day—with the generous support
of committed donors.

HIV/AIDS is an unprecedented challenge that demands a strong
response. With 60 years of experience in caring for the world’s
children, UNICEF is uniquely suited to lead the way.

We know how to tackle major challenges.

We partner with governments as an agent of change. We have 
the clout, trust, and expertise needed to get the work done in an
efficient and collaborative way.

We coordinate regional and global responses to foster powerful
outcomes.

We leverage the investments of donors to generate disproportionate
returns. We create successes that can be widely replicated elsewhere.

Children and families around the world need UNICEF to help stem
the spread of HIV/AIDS.

And UNICEF needs you.

Together, we can make the vital difference for millions.
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[  ]UNICEF focuses its resources in three crucial areas: 
• Caring for Orphans and Vulnerable Children;
• Preventing Mother-to-Child Transmission;
• Preventing HIV/AIDS Among Young People.
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what does 
HIV/AIDS look like?
HIV/AIDS looks like Nakyeyune Sanyu, a six-year-old with nowhere to
go. When her mother died of the disease in the small village of Kalungi,
Uganda, she became an orphan, along with four siblings. They face a
future of discrimination, disease, and exploitation. 

HIV/AIDS looks like Nelao Martin, a teenage mother in Namibia who
took her sick baby to the hospital and learned that he was HIV-positive.
So was Nelao. She had contracted the virus from her baby’s father.

HIV/AIDS looks like Lena, 6, a little girl in Russia. Like her mother, who
abandoned her at birth, Lena has the HIV virus. She lives in a special
section of a suburban St. Petersburg hospital that is filled with children
just like her.

The face of HIV/AIDS is growing younger every day.

Once thought of as a disease that threatened only intravenous drug
users, homosexuals, sex workers and their clients, HIV/AIDS is now
spreading throughout every sector of the population, in every region
of the world.

HIV/AIDS is destroying families and communities worldwide. It is
harming economies, undoing progress, and creating dangerous
security threats.

Hardest hit are impoverished nations that lack resources to act. 
They are engaged in a struggle for survival.

But there is good news.

UNICEF can curb the spread of HIV/AIDS. Working with partners,
UNICEF can help care for children orphaned by AIDS. We can shrink
the risk of infection from a pregnant woman to her unborn child. We
can teach youths to protect themselves and live healthy lives.

We know what works to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

UNICEF focuses its resources in three crucial areas: Caring for Orphans
and Vulnerable Children; Preventing Mother-to-Child Transmission;
Preventing HIV/AIDS Among Young People.

In support of these programs, the U.S. Fund for UNICEF has launched
Hope Lives Here: UNICEF’s Campaign Against AIDS, a five-year
initiative to raise $100 million. The campaign’s name reflects the fact
that there is hope in the battle against HIV/AIDS, and that UNICEF is
bringing expertise on how to halt the spread of the disease to families
and communities throughout the world. 

Funds raised in the campaign will be leveraged many times over by
UNICEF and its partners to the benefit of millions of children.

Please join us. 
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[  ]“The best way to fight AIDS is for us
young people to talk with and teach
each other. We know what we’re 
talking about!!”

—Ousseina, a 14-year-old Girl Scout and UNICEF-trained peer educator in Niger
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Without global action, present infant and child mortality
rates will double in many countries by 2010. Progress in
education and health will grind to a halt. HIV/AIDS will deal
a crippling blow to economies and societies.

Of the nearly 38 million people living with HIV/AIDS
worldwide, 25 million live in sub-Saharan Africa, which is
home to 80% of the children orphaned by the disease. Other
regions, such as Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and the
Caribbean are experiencing an explosion of HIV/AIDS cases
as the virus takes on unprecedented global dimensions.

One-third of all people living with
HIV/AIDS are under 25.

AIDS has orphaned 15 million
children. The number may reach
more than 18 million by 2010 in 
sub-Saharan Africa alone.

The disease threatens significant
advances in child health and
development. In some countries,
more teachers die each year than
are trained for the next year,
resulting in shattered educational
opportunities.

HIV/AIDS and the
world’s children
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[  ]“HIV/AIDS can be stopped. I believe
there’s light at the end of the tunnel if
each and every individual takes it upon
themselves to do something about HIV.”

—Dr. Connie Osborne, UNICEF HIV/AIDS officer
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UNICEF is leading the response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic
at the regional and global levels.

We can halt the spread of HIV/AIDS. We know what works.
UNICEF programs are effectively combating HIV/AIDS right
now. We are bringing hope to children and families that have
known only despair. 

Every day, we:

Bring HIV prevention information to young people
Advocate for national health programs for 
HIV-positive people
Deliver testing kits and antiretroviral drugs

We do so as agents of change, working in partnership with
all levels of government.

This is a tremendous challenge in
which UNICEF can draw on nearly 60
years of experience at the forefront
of efforts on behalf of children. We
are widely recognized as leaders in
working with governments and civil
society to ensure that children
elsewhere in the world have the
things in life that many of us in the
United States take for granted—a
safe and healthy start in life through
immunization, nutrition, basic
education, clean water and
sanitation, and protection from
armed conflict and HIV/AIDS. 

Given our experience and expertise, we have taken a global
leadership role in the campaign against HIV/AIDS. We can 
do no less. HIV/AIDS threatens to undo our successes of the
past and our plans for the future well-being of the world’s
children. We are serving as a catalyst for action by diverse
parties, a partner to government, a supporter of local initiatives,
and a voice for children everywhere.

Today, thanks to our efforts, fewer children die each year from
preventable causes. Far more are immunized against measles,
polio, and other major diseases. 

We now intend to turn the corner on HIV/AIDS.

There is much to do. Most young people are unaware of their
own risk and do not know how to protect themselves. They lack
access to services and information.

We can change that.

unicef’s 
decisive response
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[  ]“If there is no food, we go into the village and look for work. If
there is no work, we go to the next village looking. We go from
village to village. If there is no work, we just come home and sit,
and we have nothing to eat that day.”

—Susannah, 14, orphaned and head of her family, Malawi
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Between 2001 and 2003, the number of children orphaned 
by AIDS grew from 11.5 million to 15 million. Sub-Saharan
Africa bears the greatest burden, but the orphan crisis is
spreading quickly. 

When parents become ill, children
must work. When parents die from
AIDS, many children struggle to
survive on their own. Some are
forced into prostitution, soldiering, 
or hazardous jobs.

Only a fraction of the children
orphaned by AIDS are receiving
appropriate services and care. 

UNICEF has begun caring for these
young people in several ways. We
help build the facilities and systems
needed to serve orphans. And we work with families,
communities, and governments to strengthen the safety nets
provided by extended families and others. 

UNICEF acts by:

Promoting access to quality social services for 
all children
Working to ensure that children affected by HIV/AIDS do
not suffer from discrimination
Supporting communities to identify vulnerable
households
Introducing policies that set standards of quality care 
for children

Although the problem is enormous,
we’ve already demonstrated how
UNICEF’s action can make the
difference. In Swaziland, for
example, where huge numbers of
children are orphaned, we are
working with chieftains to offer
services in nearly 100 communities. 

The impact? We’ll reach 10 million
children orphaned by AIDS by the
end of the decade. This includes
training on HIV/AIDS peer
education, childcare, group
leadership management, and ways
to generate income.

caring for orphans
and vulnerable
children
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[  ]“I made a deal with the AIDS virus. I told the virus, let’s be good
friends. Take care of me, I’ll take care of you. And when I heard that
my baby was negative, you know, I was so happy I was screaming
and doing all those funny things.”

—Cecilia Tom, an HIV-positive mother and participant in UNICEF’s plan to prevent mother-to-child transmission, [country?]
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Without intervention, about 35% of infants born to HIV-
positive women will contract the virus. Each day, more than
1,700 children are infected with HIV. Most will not live to
see their fifth birthday. 

UNICEF’S prevention program
offers voluntary testing and
counseling for pregnant
women; antiretroviral
medication for the HIV-positive
mother and her baby; a safe
delivery of her child; and, as
appropriate, formula feeding
as an option to breastfeeding.
In Ukraine, Botswana, and
other countries we’ve worked
with the government to train
scores of health-care
specialists to help prevent
mother-to-children

transmission. We’re expanding this effort to address the long-
term health and nutritional needs of HIV-positive mothers 
and their families. Additional services include baby testing,
childhood immunizations, growth monitoring, treating
infections, nutritional support, and counseling services for 
the entire family.

The impact? Mothers who participate in UNICEF’s prevention
plan can lower their babies’ risk to 2%. Under UNICEF’s
leadership, this effort is ongoing in 65 nations. Another 
30 countries are developing plans.

preventing
mother-to-child
transmission
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[  ]“I could never discuss these things with my parents. But when the
Kishori [adolescent girl] outreach worker came to my house and
talked to them, they allowed me to attend once a week. They are
happy that I learn about health, nutrition, and hygiene.”

—Saira, 15, participant in UNICEF-backed Adolescent Girl’s project in India 
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Preventing HIV/AIDS among young people is
our foremost priority. 

UNICEF’s efforts:

Help develop life skills
Offer greater access to youth-friendly
health services
Combat discrimination and ignorance
with knowledge
Train young people to become peer
educators who tell other youths how to
protect themselves

In Central Asia, for example, we’ve joined
with the largest youth NGO in Uzbekistan to
offer concerts by pop icon Severa Nazarkhan and other
artists to spread messages—and encourage discussion—
about HIV/AIDS.

The impact? We’re helping millions of young people protect
themselves in 102 countries and territories. These actions
succeed because of our unusual ability to mobilize local
leaders, encourage community participation, and provide
essential educational resources.

education: preventing
HIV/AIDS among 
young people
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[  ]“UNICEF is well placed to make a difference intervening 
to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS because we have sixty
years experience working with children, families and
communities on health, education, and welfare issues.”

—Prudence Borthwick, UNICEF project officer, HIV/AIDS 
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To combat the spread of
HIV/AIDS, the U.S. Fund for
UNICEF has embarked on a
$100 million campaign over
five years. The Hope Lives
Here Campaign builds upon
the U.S. Fund’s historic
support for UNICEF’s
programs and gives
Americans the opportunity
to help children around the
world who are affected 
by this disease.

Leveraged many times over, the $100 million to be raised by
the U.S. Fund will have a tremendous impact on the lives of
children. It will help UNICEF stem the spread of HIV/AIDS in
significant ways:

95% of young people will have the knowledge, education,
life skills and services to protect themselves from HIV 
by 2010.
10 million additional orphans will receive access to
essential services by 2010.
The proportion of HIV-positive newborns will be reduced
by 50% by 2010.
Decades of critical advances in international development
will be protected.
Americans will be better informed about the effect of
HIV/AIDS on the world’s children.

Headed by the AIDS Action Team, a volunteer group, the
campaign will reach out to a broad base of prospective
supporters, including individuals, corporations, foundations,

and non-governmental organizations. 
Each of the five U.S. Fund chapters—
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston,
and Los Angeles—will participate in
the campaign.

hope lives here:
UNICEF’s campaign
against AIDS



leadership giving for children
HIV/AIDS has changed the landscape. But we must remember
that all children are entitled to the ordinary things we associate in
the United States with a normal childhood.

UNICEF’s staff is dedicated to achieving this vision for children
everywhere.

Leadership gifts allow us to save lives and provide hope in the fight
against HIV/AIDS. They enable us to meet an unprecedented
challenge with an unprecedented response.

With such support, we can fully mobilize UNICEF’s unique ability 
to partner with governments, to coordinate regional and global
leadership efforts, and to leverage the impact of our resources
many times over.  

How You Can Help

There are many ways to support the campaign, including:

Making a cash gift or multi-year pledge
Making a gift of stock or other asset, such as real estate 
or life insurance
Helping identify potential campaign supporters
Asking others to make gifts

For more information, contact:
Hope Lives Here
U.S. Fund for UNICEF
333 East 38th Street
New York, NY 10016

(000) 000-0000
hopeliveshere@unicefusa.org
www.unicefusa.org/aids
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About UNICEF. UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s Fund) was founded in
1946 to meet the emergency needs of children in war-torn Europe, China,
and the Middle East. By 1950, UNICEF’s mandate was extended to address
the problems of children in the developing world. UNICEF now works in 158
countries and territories throughout Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Middle
East, and Eastern and Central Europe.

Through its field offices, UNICEF cooperates with governments and
community organizations to help meet the needs of children, according to the
particular situation and priorities of a given country. Greater support is given
to least developed nations, with particular emphasis on the major causes of
death and disease among children under five.

UNICEF is an integral, but semi-autonomous agency of the United Nations, with
its own executive board. Financial support for its work is derived entirely from
voluntary contributions made by governments, foundations, corporations, and
individuals around the world. UNICEF’s budget is not part of the assessed
dues paid by member governments of the United Nations.

About the U.S. Fund For UNICEF. Created in 1947, the U.S. Fund is the oldest 
of 37 national committees in industrialized countries that support UNICEF’s
mission. In the last 57 years, the U.S. Fund has raised more than $1.6 billion 
to support numerous UNICEF-assisted projects and programs. Last year the 
U.S. Fund raised $250 million. In addition, the U.S. Fund stewards the U.S.
government’s $120 million annual contribution to UNICEF.

The U.S. Fund for UNICEF is a non-profit organization incorporated in the
state of New York and is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. The U.S. Fund for UNICEF has an independent, non-salaried
board of directors. 

Mission of the U.S. Fund. The U.S. Fund for UNICEF works for the
survival, protection, and development of children worldwide
through fundraising, education and advocacy.


